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ABSTRACT

The National Committee for Digital Cartographic Data Stan 
dards has been in operation for the past 3 years. The 
first two years included defining the issues and examining 
the alternatives available. Several reports have been 
issued on these topics. The third year of work has 
involved the definition of an Interim Proposed Standard. 
Working Group I on Data Organization has developed a data 
exchange superstructure with the widest applicability in 
digital cartography. Working Group II on Data Set Quality 
has proposed a "truth in labeling" approach to data set 
quality and the categories of quality information that 
should be made available to a prospective user of a data 
set. Working Group III on Cartographic Features has 
proposed an integrated set of feature definitions and a 
set of examples of the definitions and associated attri 
butes. Working Group IV on Terms and Definitions has 
proposed a standard set of primitive and simple cartogra 
phic objects which can be used with digital cartographic 
data bases. They have also produced a set of terms and 
definitions associated with the standards developed by 
the other three Working Groups. The Committee is now seek 
ing public comments on these proposed standards. The 
presentation will focus on the background of this overall 
effort and provide an overview of the current work.
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